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TO  THE 

RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

The  E  A  R  L  of  B  UTE. 

My  Lord, 

"yOUR  Lordfhip's  zeal  and  liberality 
in  patronizing  every  difcovery,  or  attempt, 
which  may  conduce  to  the  promotion  of 
the  fciences  and  arts,  or  tend  to  add  to 
thehappinefs  or  embellifhment  of  life,  have 
been  readily  acknowledged,  both  at  home 
and  abroad.  Nor  is  this  declaration  the 
language  of  flattery,  or  compliment,  but 
the  honeft  diftate  of  truth  and  juftice. 

The  generous  confidence  with  which 
your  Lordfhip  has  honoured  me,  when 
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either  your  own  health,  or  that  of  your 
family,  has  been  concerned;  and  particu- 
larly in  your  laft  malignant  fever,  firft 
encouraged  me  to  publifli  my  New  Enquiry 
into  the  Caufes,  Symptoms,  and  Cure  of 
Putrid  and  Inflammatory  Fevers  ^  wherein 
I  endeavoured  to  lay  down  fuch  rules  for 
diftinguifhing  the  one  fpecies  from  the 
other,  as  to  determine  with  clearnefs  the 
mode  of  treatment,  whether  by  the  antifep- 
tic,  or  the  antiphlogiftic  plan. 

In  purfuing  the  fame  track,  from  which 
I  have  never  feen  reafon  to  deviate,  but  on 
the  contrary  more  and  more  reafon  to  per- 
fevere  in  it,  I  was  lejci  to  examine  with 
clofer  attention  the  powers  of  the  Muri- 
atic Acid,  or  Spirit  of  Sea-falt,  in  putrid 
difeafes,  and  efpecially  in  thofe  that  ap- 
-proach  nearefl  to  the  Plague :  I  mean  the 
petechial,  camp,   and  jail  diftempers,  as 

well 
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well  as  the  malignant  fore-throat,  fo  fre- 
quently £ital  in  this  country. 

The  devaflation  which  the  Plague  not 
long  fince  occafioned  at  Mofcow  and  its 
neighbourhood,  awakened,  as  your  Lordfliip 
knows,  at  the  Court  of  Ruffia,  a  fpirit  of 
refearch  into  the  hiftory  of  that  dreadful 
difeafe,  together  with  a  Arid:  inveftigation 
of  the  probable  utility  of  every  method  by 
which  its  poiibn  might  be  corrected,  or  its 
contagion  circumfcribed.  That  the  Mu- 
riatic Acid,  which  I  have  found  beyond 
comparifon  the  moft  efficacious  medicine 
hitherto  ufed  for  flopping  the  progrefs  of 
the  putrid  diforders  before  mentioned,  is 
likely  to  prove  the  beft  in  this  laft  diftem- 
per  (the  moft  cruel  and  calamitous  of  all 
others),  I  am,  from  the  fimilarity  of  their 
fymptoms,  deeply  perfuaded,. 

My  ideas  on  the  fubjedt  I  was  fome  time 
ago  prompted,  by  the  very  ingenious  and 
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Intelligent  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Baronet,  to 
communicate  in  a  letter  addreffed  to  him, 
for  the  perufal  of  Prince  Potemkin,  at 
Peterfburg,  by  whofe  favour  I  was  furnifhed 
with  every  publication  of  that  country  treat- 
ing of  the  Plague. 

The  intereft.  My  Lord,  which  you  take 
in  every  thing  connedted  with  the  advance- 
ment of  knowledge,  and  the  welfare  of 
mankind,  united  to  the  wifh  your  Lordfhip 
has  often  expreffed,  that  I  would  lay  my 
experience  and  obfervations  on  thefe  points 
before  the  public,  has  emboldened  me  to 
prefix  your  name  to  this  little  performance. 

I  willingly  embrace  the  fame  opportunity 
to  reprint  the  letter  of  your  Reverend  Son, 
on  the  fubje{fl  of  the  Small-pox,  that  his 
philanthropy  in  promoting  the  blelTed  pra- 
ctice of  inoculation,  fo  happily  fuccefsful  in 

his 
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Ills  very  extenfive  parifh,  and  fo  highly  be- 
coming his  charader,  may  excite  imitation. 

I  am. 

My  Lord, 

Your  Lordlhip's  mofl;  obliged. 
And  faithful  Servant, 

William  Fordyce. 

Gtorge-Jlreet ,  Hano'ver-fquart, 
June  \fi,  1790. 
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Dear  Sir  John* 


I  Have  perufed  with  pdrticiikf  attention, 
and  equal  pleafure,  the  works  of  Dr.  Samoi- 
lowitZj  which  you  were  fo  kind  as  to  put 
into  my  hands  fome  time  ago,  upon  the 
Plague  that  happened  at  Mofcow  and  its 
neighbourhood,  in  the  year  1778^ 

I  am  highly  flattered  by  your  having  com- 
municated to  Prince  Potemkin,  what  I  had 
mentioned  to  you  of  the  ftfiking  effedts  pro- 
duced by  the  fpirit  of  fea-falt  in  all  our  putrid 
difeafes  of  the  worft  kind  :  I  mean  the  Erup- 
tive Fevers,  the  Petechial  Fever,  the  Jail- 
diftemper,  and  the  Malignant  Sore- throaty 
the  difeafes  of  which  clafs  refemble  very 
much,  in  their  fymptoms,  the  Plague  of 
Mofcow,  (iefcribed  with  fuch  accuracy  by 
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the  learned  and  ingenious  Phyfician  above 
named. 

If  any  ideas  which  I  could  fuggeft  on  this 
fubjea:,  might  lead  to  the  difcovery  of  a 
-medicine  powerful  enough  to  operate  as  a 
preventive  of  fo  dreadful  a  difeafe,  or  at 
leaft  to  diminifli  the  apprehenfion  of  its 
being  fo  fatal  as  it  has  hitherto  proved;  I 
fliould  efteem  it  the  happieft  event  of  my 
life. 

When  I  devoted  myfelf  to  the  fludy  of 
phyfic  as  far  back  as  the  year  1743,  there 
prevailed  at  Uppingham  in  Rutlandfliire, 
and  the  neighbouring  villages,  a  malignant 
fort  of  Small-pox,  which  juftly  alarmed  that 
part  of  the  country,  infomuch  that  every 
medical  pradlitioner,  who  looked  after 
the  infed:ed,  was  precluded  from  vifiting 
patients  in  other  difeafes;  by  which  means 
thofe  in  that  diflemper  came  to  be  totally 
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deferted.  In  this  calamity  the  overfeers  of 
ten  or  twelve  adjacent  parities  folicited  from 
me  fuch  phyfical  aids  as  I  was  capable  of 
giving.  From  a  careful  perufal  of  Dr. 
Sydenham  on  the  Small-pox,  joined  to  the 
daily  inftru6tions  I  received  from  a  favourite 
pupil  of  the  immortal  Boerhaave,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  take  the  beft  care  I  could  of  my 
new  patients. 

I  foon  difcovered  in  what  cafes  the  an- 
tifeptic  medicines,  as  oxymel,  cream  of  tar- 
tar, lemon  juice,  the  vitriolic  and  nitrous 
acids,  with  wine  and  opiates,  were  likely  to 
be  necelTary  or  ufeful;  and  under  what  cir- 
cumftances  recourfe  was  to  be  had  to  the 
lancet,  and  the  antiphlogiftic  regimen. 

From  that  period  to  the  prefent,  I  have 
been  naturally  curious  to  examine  the  works 
of  fuch  writers,  whether  ancient  or  modern, 
as  might  be  able  to  furnifli  rne  Witb  inform- 
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ation  concerning  malignant  difeafes,  themoft 
to  be  dreaded,  and  the  moft  difficult  to  cure. 


Excepting  the  boils  and  emerods  recorded 
in  the  Old  Teftament,  I  have  not  met  with 
an  account  of  any  diflemper  that  could 
with  propriety  be  termed  peftilential  before 
the  age  of  Hippocrates,  the  father  of  phy- 
fic  i  who  defcribes  an  endemic  to  which  he 
gives  that  name,  and  in  which  he  mentions 
a  variety  of  fymptoms  nearly  allied  to  thofe 
of  putrid  difeafes  in  our  time,  but  not  fpe- 
cifically  charadteriftic  of  the  Peftilence,  Nor 
does  the  Plague  of  Athens,  as  reprefented  by 
Thucydides,  who  was  himfelf  infeded  by 
it,  and  whofe  narrative  is  the  beft  I  havQ 
found  in  any  ancient  author,  fufficiently 
refemble  the  Plague  of  London,  Marfeilles, 
or  Mofcow,  to  juflify  a  comparifon  between 
them.  In  fhort,  no  hiftory  of  the  fymptoms 
pr  cure  of  th^  Peft,  in  the  true  fenfe  of  that 
\vprd,  has  been  tranfmitted  to  us,  as  far  as 
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I  can  recolledt,  which  could  authorize  or 
lead  to  a  plan  for  preventing  fo  formidable 
a  malady,  or  for  nipping  it  in  the  bud  when 
it  begins  to  appear a  circumftance  that 
refledis  double  honour  on  the  accomplifhed 
and  magnanimous  Emprefs  of  the  North, 
for  the  dirediions  flie  gave  on  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Plague  at  Mofcow,  of  which  the 
particulars  have  been  defcribed  by  Dr. 
Samoi^owitz,  with  a  precilion  that  renders 
of  little  moment  all  that  had  hitherto  been 
written  on  the  peftilence  in  general. 

His  valuable  work  comes  recommended 
by  this  peculiar  advantage;  that  he  defcribes 
the  difeafe  in  all  its  ftages  from  his  own  ex- 
perience as  well  as  obfervation,  having  vo- 
luntarily  taken  up  his  abode  in  one  hofpital 
after  another,  for  the  benevolent  purpofe  of 
receiving  and  attending  the  infeded,  from 
the  firft  appearance  of  that  moft  alarming 
difeafe;  though  he  was  not  ignorant  that 

the 
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the  very  touch  of  thofe  unfortunate  perfons, 
or  of  any  thing  that  had  touched  them, 
was  fatal,  unlefs  where  they,  like  him,  had 
gone  through  its  different  flages. 

So  far  did  his  humanity,  heroifm,  and 
love  of  his  country,  carry  that  amiable 
man.  How  fuperior  to  thofe  names  that 
have  been  often  fo  loudly,  though  fo  un- 
juftly,  celebrated  for  their  atchievements  in 
the  deftrudlion  of  millions  f 

What  remains  here  is  to  point  out,  if  pof- 
fible,  fome  fimple,  eafy,  and  rational  me- 
thod of  putting  the  human  body,  where 
the  difeafe  in  queftion  prevails,  into  fuch 
a  fl:ate,  as  fliall  probably  guard  it  againft 
catching  the  deadly  poifon.  That  fuch  a 
prophyladlic  may  be  found  in  the  muriatic 
acid^  or  the  concentrated  fpirit  of  fea-falty  I 
am  induced  to  believe  for  the  reafons,  and 
from  the  fafts,  which  I  will  now  fubjoin. 

Almoft 
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Almoft  thirty  years  have  elapfed  lince  I 
heard  by  accident  of  a  dry-falter,  who  had 
acquired  a  great  reputation  and  a  large  for- 
tune, from  pofTeffing  a  fecret  that  had  en- 
abled him  to  fend  out  to  the  Indies,  and 
other  hot  countries,  beef  and  pork,  in  a 
better  ftate  of  prefervation  than  any  of  the 
trade.  As  he  was  obferved  to  pour  into  each 
cafk  a  fmall  bottle  of  tranfparent  liquor,  it 
occurred  to  me,  that  this  could  be  no  other 
than  the  fpirit  of  fea-falt;  and  I  began  to 
wonder  how  a  preparation,  the  greateft  an- 
tifeptic  in  nature,  and  extracted  from  a 
material  that  had  been  in  ufe  from  the  be- 
ginning of  time,  for  preferving  as  well  as 
feafoning  food,  fhould  have  remained  un- 
employed for  thepurpofe  ofpreferving  from 
putrefaction  the  juices  of  the  human  body; 
while  the  nitrous  and  vitriolic  acids  had 
been  fo  often  ufed  in  the  pradlice  of  medi- 
cine. It  feemed  the  more  furprifmg,  now 
that  chymiftry  had  taught  us  to  extradt  the 

muriatic 
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muriatic  acid,  alike  pleafant  to  the  tafite,  and 
refrefhing  to  the  fenfes,  at  fo  fmall  an  ex- 
pence,  from  a  material  furniflied  by  Provi- 
dence in  the  greateft  plenty.  If  fait  itfelf 
was  found  fo  beneficial  for  preventing  putre- 
fadion  in  animal  fubftances,  v^ould  not  the 
extrad:  from  it  operate  in  the  fame  manner 
on  our  juices,  v^^ith  a  power  increafed  in  pro- 
portion to  its  fuperior  purity  and  Jftrength  ? 

About  this  time  I  attended  the  late  Coun- 
fellor  Cox,  not  lefs  known  for  his  convi-  . 
vial  facetious  qualities,  than  for  his  profef- 
iional  talents.    I  had  juft  been  anointing 
his  ulcerated  tonfils,  in  a  malignant  fore- 
throat,  with  the  point  of  a  feather,  when 
he  fuddenly  exclaimed,     For  God's  fake, 
*'  Dodlor!  touch  me  again  with  that  four 
**  honey ;  it  has  done  me  more  good  than 
**  a  bottle  of  claret."    What  I  ufed  was  a 
mixture  of  an  ounce  of  mel-rofe,  with  fix- 
teen  drops  of  the  muriatic  acid;  which  I 

had 
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had  been  taught,  by  my  late  much-honoured 
friend  Sir  William  Duncan ^  to  apply  as  a 
gargle  for  the  fore-throat. 

As  this  acid  was  fold  in  the  flreets  of 
London  where  the  Plague  raged  in  1666,  . 
and  had  been  recommended  for  its  fihgular 
antifeptic  powers,  it  feems  odd,  that  in 
fuch  an  extremity  it  was  not  tried  by  any 
practitioners  of  reputation ;  or  they  were  not 
fuch  chymifls  as  their  pofterity. 

It  happened  indeed  to  be  fold  and  recom- 
mended by  an  empiric,  Conftantine  Rhodo- 
canacides,  a  Greek,  who  called  himfelf  his 
Majefty's  chymift,and  publifhed  a  pamphlet 
in  1664,  exprefsly  on  the  internal  and 
external  ufes  of  the  muriatic  acid,  of 
which  he  claims  the  honour  of  being 
the  inventor;  at  leaft^  he  probably  di- 
ftilled  it  in  a  purer  ftate  than  it  had  been 
done  by  any  body  before  .that  period.  He 
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publifhed  at  the  fame  time  feveral  certifi- 
cates of  the  great  benefit  that  had  been 
received  from  it. 

In  a  variety  of  complaints  he  fold  it  as  a 
noftrum,  and  calls  it  the  Alexicacon  Spirit 
of  the  World,  recommending  it  in  all  cafes: 
"  When,  fays  he,  we  confider  the  noble 

and  univerfal  character  of  fea-falt,  the 
"  ingenious  muft  conclude,  that  a  fpirit 
**  feparated  from  its  dregs,  and  prefented 

to  us  in  its  ftrength  and  vigour,  can- 

not  but  be  worth  welcome  reception." 
And  then  he  goes  on  to  recapitulate  its  ufe 
externally,  as  well  as  internally;  recom- 
mending it  as  preferable  to  lemon  juice  and 
vinegar,  as  more  healthily  taken  mixed 
with  water,  beer,  ale,  cyder,  or  wine,  and  as 
proper  for  all  forts  of  cookery ;  adding,  that 
no  error  can  be  committed  in  taking  any 
quantity  from  ten  to  forty  drops ;  and  that, 
as  a  prefervative,  that  quantity  will  ferve. 

But 
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Bat  if  any  man  be  adtually  Tick,  he  afTerts 
its  being  a  received  prefervative  againft  the 
Plague:  yet  we  do  not  find  any  writer  con- 
cerning the  Plague  of  London,  who  either 
at  that  time,  or  lince,  has  mentioned  its 
internal  ufe.  I  fliould  add,  that  he  recom- 
mends the  ufe  of  it  to  travellers  by  fea  or 
land,  in  the  water  and  putrid  things  that 
they  are  forced  to  live  on.  It  may  be  taken 
to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  drops,  ac- 
cording to  the  quantity  of  malignant  fymp- 
toms,  in  all  their  drinks,  and  mixed  with  all 
their  foods,  within  the  twenty-four  hours. 

From  thefe  hints,  I  was  led  on  to  ufe  it 
internally  in  all  putrid  fevers,  and  malig- 
nant difeafes;  and  this  I  have  done  with 
continued  fuccefsever  fince,  efpecially  where 
I  found  the  tongue  black  and  dry,  with  a 
black  glare  on  the  teeth,  and  the  worft 
fort  of  fore- throat;  and  it  has  proved^  in 
truth,  wonderfully  efficacious  on  fuch  oc- 

C  2  cafions. 


(     12  ) 

cafions,  in  checking  the  dyfcrafy  of  the 
humours,  in  reftoring  the  vital  powers, 
that  are  more  or  lefs  broken  down  according 
to  the  degree  of  putrefaftion,  and  in  chan- 
ging the  petechia  from  a  purple  to  a  brown, 
and  ftill  more  diluted  colour,  till  they  be- 
come quite  evanefcent. 

But  now,  as  the  worft  fort  of  malignant 
difeafes  known  in  this  country  are  attend- 
ed with  fymptoms  ftrongly  refembling  thole 
of  the  Plague  itfelf,  I  mean  in  the  mode  of 
feizure,  the  fwelling  and  ulcerations  in  the 
toniils,  parotid,  fubmaxillary,  and  ingui- 
nal glands,  with  the  petechia  correfponding 
to  the  buboes,  carbuncles,  and  other  erup- 
tions, which  appear,  from  Dr.  Samoilowitz's 
defcription,  to  be  the  efTential  charader- 
iftics  of  the  true  Peft;  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing, that  the  fame  medicine  which  I  have 
found  fo  often  an  efFedual  remedy  for  the 

one. 
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one,  would  feldom  fail,  under  proper  ma- 
nagement, to  prove  a  powerful  antidote 
againft  the  other. 

I  might  here  mention  a  great  variety  of 
cafes,  to  illuftrate  its  furpriiing  power  in 
correfting  the  moft  putrid  Hate  of  the  juices  5 
but  fhall  confine  myfelf  to  a  few,  which  I 
hope  will  be  fufficient. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Stuart,  fon  to  the  Earl 
of  Bute,  was  in  the  year  178  taken  with 
the  ufual  fymptoms  of  a  putrid  fever,  vio- 
lent head-ach,  pain  in  his  loins,  ficknefs 
at  his  ftomach,  anguifh  about  the  prscordia, 
and  extreme  debility,  with  delirium.  A  vaft 
number  of  the  true  petechias,  purple  as  vio- 
lets, perhaps  not  fewer  than. a  thoufand, 
made  their  appearance  at  the  fame  time. 
We  had  immediate  recourfe  to  the  muriatic 
acid  in  great  abundance;  giving  him  like- 
wife  camphor  and  Mindereri  fpirit,  with 
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wines,  pine-apples,  grapes,  and  other  ripe 
fruits.  In  the  courfe  of  eight-and-forty 
hours,  the  fpots  were  changed  to  a  brown 
colour  5  and  in  a  few  days  more,  he  was  left 
in  a  ftate  of  fafety.  I  could  not  prevent 
his  Noble  Father  from  witneffing,  in  perfon, 
the  progrefs  of  a  difeafe  that  often  proves 
dangeroufly  infedious.  His  Lord£hip  ob- 
ferved,  with  aftonifhment  and  delight,  the 
operation  of  this  admirable  medicine.  He 
has  fince  repeatedly  expreffed  an  earned 
wifh  to  fee  its  powers  made  public,  from 
his  convidtion  of  its  being  calculated  to 
prevent,  as  well  as  extinguifh,  the  worfl 
lymptoms  of  putrid  difeafes. 

I  have  often  heard  him  mention  at  the 
fame  time,  how  fenfibly  he  felt  the  falutary 
efFedls  of  the  mel-rofe,  faturated  with  the 
fpirit  of  fea-falt,  applied  to  the  tonfils  by 
Sir  William  Duncan,  about  the  year  1760, 
when  his  Lordihip  was  feized  with  the  ma- 
lignant 
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lignant  fore- throat,  to  which,  at  that  period, 
fo  many  grown  people,  fome  of  them  of  the 
firft  rank,  befides  children,  fell  facrifices. 
This  was  among  the  firft  inftances  of  itsex- 
ternal  application.  Its  internal  ufe  had  not 
then  been  known,  except  to  the  Greek 
cbymift. 

When  the  late  Earl  of  Morton  charged 
me  with  the  care  of  the  prefent  Lord,  while 
a  youth  labouring  under  the  fame  diftemper, 
I  comforted  his  Lordihip  extremely  in  the 
hope  of  preferving  his  fon,  if  I  could  have 
time  to  pickle  his  juices  with  the  fpirit  of 
fea-falt;  which  I  did  very  largely,  and  it 
fucceeded.  After  this,  he  recommended  me 
warmly  to  thofe  of  his  friends  who  required 
fuch  pickling  in  fimilar  cafes. 

The  children  of  Mr.  Jeacock,  Belton- 
ftreet.  Long-acre,  (attended  by  Mr.  Toofey, 
apothecary,  in  that  neighbourhood)  were 
3  feized 
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feized  with  all  the  worft  lymptoms  of  the 
malignant  fore-throat.  The  eldeft  laboured 
under  the  additional  one  of  bleeding  at  the 
nofe,  and  from  his  kidneys  and  bowels,  in 
great  quantities,  and  was  loaded  befides 
with  numberlefs  petechiae.  They  were  reco- 
vered in  the  fame  manner,  to  the  amaze- 
ment of  the  father  and  the  apothecary. 

Mr.  Gallini'3  fon  had  the  fcarlet  fever  and 
the  fore-throat,  in  the  moft  violent  manner 
I  had  ever  feen ;  he  was  covered  all  over 
with  petechias.  He  owed  his  recovery  to  the 
abundant  ufe  of  the  muriatic  acid.  He 
alfo  loft  his  fkin  hke  a  fnake.  It  was 
ftripped  offhis  hands  and  fingers  like  gloves, 
which  I  carried  home  with  me. 

Mr.  Barker,  "furgeon  to  the  Second  Regi- 
ment of  Life  Guards,  wiflied  me  to  vifit  a 
fervant  of  Sir  Henry  Hamilton,  who,  though 
he  had  attended  his  lady  without  doors,  as 

well 
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well  as  at  fupper  the  preceding  night,  Was 
not  able  to  ftand  the  next  day,  apparently 
from  mere  weaknefs.  Mr.  Barker  had  found 
him,  on  examination,  covered  with  purples, 
and  a  pulfe  fcarcely  to  be  Mt ;  on  which 
he  alarmed  the  family.  I  dire<fted  the  ufual 
medicine.  Our  patient  died  in  a  few  hours; — ' 
but  I  am  ignorant  how  long  the  fpots  had 
been  out.  An  earlier  application,  had  the 
danger  been  known,  would  probably  have 
faved  him. 

I  was  delired  fome  weeks  ago  by  Mr. 
Blifs,  the  apothecary  at  Hampftead,  to  in- 
fpedt  fome  eruptions  of  an  uncommon  kind 
on  Mafter  Plenderleith,  who  complained  of 
fuch  an  extreme  debility  as  gave  his  friends 
great  uneafmefs.  I  immediately  difcovered 
the  fymptoms  of  the  petechial  fever.  Be- 
fides  the  ufual  medicines,  bark.,  camphire, 
and  fpiritus  Mindereri,  he  took  by  my  di- 
ledtions,  every  twenty-four  hours,  to  the 

D  amount 
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amount  of  fouffcote  drops  of  the  muriatic 
acid,  which  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days 
changed  entirely  the  appearance  of  the  pur- 
ples, and  left  him  in  fafety. 

Having  been  requefted,  when  it  was  too 
kte,  to  look  in  on  Mifs  Grace  of  Cornhill, 
I  found  her dangeroully  ill  of  the  malignant 
fore- throat,  with  petechia  and  delirium.  I 
direfted  the  medicines  as  above  mentioned. 
When  I  vifited  her  next  morning,  a  nurfe 
and  child  were  fitting  on  the  bedj  of  which 
I  expreffed  the  higheft  difapprobation,  from 
a  fear  of  the  child's  catching  the  infediion. 
"When  I  returned,  I  found  Mifs  Grace  a 
corpfe  j  and  the  child  died  the  morning  after. 
Three  female  fervants  had  taken  to  their 
beds,  with  fymptoms  of  the  malignant  fore- 
throat,  and  innumerable  petechia.  Their 
tonfils  and  parotid  glands  were  fwelled  ex- 
ternally to  an  extraordinary  height,  and  their 
hands  up  to  the  wrift  were  as  purple  as 

violets. 
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violets,  from  the  quantity  of  bad  fynn- 
ptoms,  theirs  were  the  very  worft  cafes  of 
the  malignant  fore,^ throat  I  have  ever  wit- 
neffedj  yet  they  all  recovered  ^kt  the  courfe 
of  three  weeks,  by  purfuing  the  fame  plan. 
To  prevent  the  fpreading  of  this  difeafe 
in  the  family,  I  took  every  poffible  pre- 
caution, by  ventilation  and  fumigation  with 
vinegar  and  aromatics;  which  fucceeded  to 
my  wifli. 

It  were  needlefs  to  quote  more  cafes 
in  proof  of  the.  wonderful  efficacy  of  the 
muriatic  acid  in  the  moft  malignant  dif- 
eafes  of  this  country;  but  it  may  be  proper 
to  add,  that  this  truly  antifsptic.  medicine 
has  been  conftantly  ufed  in  the  hofpital  of  the 
ThirdRegiment  of  Foot  Guards,  by  MefTrs. 
Leflie,  Mearns^  or  Hay,  for  many  years, 
with  the  greateft  fuccefs,  Jo.all  putrid  dif- 
eafes  of  that  regiment.        ,  ^fi  Oi 
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What  I  have  moft  earneftly  at  heart  is, 
from  the  detail  above,  to  prefs  the  abundant 
ufe  internally,  as  v^ell  as  externally,  of  this 
moft  powerful  antifeptic,  for  preventing  in- 
fection from  the  Plague  in  countries  liable 
to  its  ravages ;  in  thofe,  efpecially,  where 
the  ideas  of  an  unavoidable  deftiny  con- 
tribute fo  unhappily  to  its  propagation  and 
mortality. 

I  am,  with  great  efteem. 
Dear  Sir  John, 

Your  moft  obedient,  and 

Moft  humble  Servant, 

WlI^LIAM  FORDYCE. 
ACIDUM  MURIATICUM. 

f<  Salis  muriatici  ficcati  P.  libras  decern, 
Acidi  vitriolic!  P.  libras  fex, 
Aquse  P.  libras  quinque. 

Sali  adde  gradfitim  acidum  cum  aqua  prius  miftum: 
turn  diftilla. 

Hujus  pondus  fpecificum  eft  ad  pondus  aqu?e  di- 
ftlllatse  ut  1,170  ad  1,000. 

Tharmacop.  Londla, 


Considering  it  as  of  importance  to  the 
interefts  of  humanity,  that  the  following 
fads  fhould  be^  generally  known,  I  gave 
them  to  the  Public,  about  two  years  ago,  in 
the  European  and  Gentleman's  Magazines. 
They  are  now  reprinted,  for  the  inform- 
ation of  fuch  as  may  not  have  feen  them  in 
either  of  thofe  publications. 
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^0  the  Editor  of  the  European  Magazine, 

Geerge-Jlreet,  Hano'ver-fqitare,  J/>riI  iZf  ljSi- 

SIR, 

Hearing  lately  of  the  great  fuccefs 
attending  Inoculation  for  the  Small-pox  at 
Luton,  in  Bedfordfhire,  I  was  naturally 
led  to  enquire  into  the  feveral  particulars 
relative  to  that  matter.  Amongft  other  in- 
formations, fome  of  them  perhaps  of  doubt- 
ful authority,  I  have  been  favoured  with 
the  following  authentic  account  by  the  Hon. 
and  Rev.  Mr.  Stuart,  reftor  of  the  parifli. 
If  you  fhould  judge  the  communication  to 
be  of  fufEcient  importance  to  the  public,  I 
doubt  not  of  your  giving  it  a  place  in  your 
Magazine  in  which  cafe  it  may  be  deemed 
a  curiofity  by  fome  of  your  readers,  to  be 
informed,  that  Mr.  Stuart  is  a  grandfon  of 
the  late  Right  Hon.  Lady  Mary  Wortley 
Montague,  who  firft  introduced  inoculation 
into  this  country. 

To 
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To  Sir  William  Fordyce* 
*'SIR, 

In  anfwer  to  your  letter  concerning 
the  fuccefs  of  the  inoculation  at  Luton, 
"  I  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  you  with 
"  the  following  fadts. 

Towards  the  end  of  laft  fummer,  a 
"  fmall-pox  of  the  moft  malignant  kind 
"  prevailed  at  Luton.  Notwithftanding 

every  care  that  human  prudence  could 
"  fuggeft,  as  to  cleanlinefs,  medicine,  and 

attendance,  fcarcely  more  than  half  of 
**  our  patients  furvived  this  dreadful  dif- 
'  etife  J  and,  though  they  were  kept  at  fome 

*  diftance  from  the  town,  it  was  found  im- 

*  poffible  to  prevent  the  infection  from 
'  fpreading.  Alarmed  at  the  danger,  I  en- 
'  deavoured  to  overcome  the  prejudice  and 
«  fears  of  the  people,  and  prevail  on  them 

"  to 


\ 
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to  be  inoculated.  Accordingly,  in  the 
"  courfe  of  three  days,  a  furgeon  of  the 

neighbourhood  communicated  the  infec- 
"  tion  to  928  paupers,  who  were  judged 
*'  incapable  of  paying  for  themfelves  ;  and 

foon  after,  to  287  more,  moftly  at  their 
"  own  charge.  Of  thefe  12 15,  only  five 
"  died,  and  thofe  under  the  age  of  four 
"  months;  as  you  will  fee  by  the  attefted 
**  lift  which  is  inclofed. 

"  Mean  time  Mr.  Kirby  and  Mr.  Chafe, 
"  the  furgeons  refident  at  Luton,  inocu- 
"  lated  about  700  of  the  better  fort  with  an 

equal  fuccefs. 

"  Even  from  this  ftatement  the  advan- 
"  tage  of  inoculation  is  manifefl;  but  the 
**  following  circumftances  fet  this  advan- 
"  tage  in  a  flronger  light.    Many  paupers 
have  fmce  fhewed  me  the  preparatory 
medicines,  which,  notwithflanding  all 

E  their 
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"  their  promlfes  to  take,  they  had  omitted  5 
"  and  the  extent  of  the  parifli  (it  being 
"  nearly  thirty-three  miles  in  circumfe- 
"  rence)  rendered  it  impoflible  to  prevent 
"  their  procuring  ftrong  Hquors.  Thefe 

circumftances,  that  few  fubmitted  to  re- 
"  gimen,  and  that  feme  did  not  even  ufe 

their  medicines,  which  at  the  time  in- 
•*  creafed  my  anxiety  for  the  event,  are 
**  furely  convincing  proofs  of  the  little  dan- 
**  ger  attending  inoculation. 

On  my  return  to  Luton,  I  mean  to 
**  recommend  annual  inoculations  at  the 

parifh  charge.  This  may  be  fupported 
**  on  principles  of  ceconomy,  as  well  as  on 

principles  of  humanity.  The  health  and 
**  fafety  of  the  people  ought  ever  to  be  the 
**  fupreme  objedl  of  parochial  management. 
**  The  Ufe  of  an  induflrious  parent  is  ab- 
**  folutely  invaluable ;  and  he  who  thinks 

it 
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"  it  can  be  rated  too  high,  is  no  lefs  igno* 
**  rant  of  policy,  than  deftitute  of  feeling. 

"  For  nine  years  that  I  have  held  the 
"  living  of  Luton,  the  average  number  of 
«-*  fmall-pox  patients  is  25.  Thefe  at  the 
"  loweft  computation  fland  the  parifh  at 
**  two  guineas  each,  exclufive  of  medical 
"  afliftance.  The  difeafe  is  fo  apprehend- 
"  ed  in  the  country,  that  the  nurfes  require 
**  double  pay,  and  both  they  and  the  pa-* 

tients  are  confined  in  an  airing-houfe 
**  feveral  weeks  after  the  recovery.  Should 
"  my  plan  of  annual  inoculations  take  place, 
**  the  expence  w&uld  not  amount  to  the 
"  fifty  guineas,  which  are  now  paid  for 
"  thofe  who  have  the  fmall-pox  naturally. 
*'  But,  alas  !  thefe  fifty  guineas  are  but  a 
**  fmall  part  of  the  real  charge  and  incon- 
**  venience  produced  by  this  dreadful  ma- 
"  lady.  Its  almoft  confiiant  efted;  is  a 
"  permanent  augmentation  of  the  parifli 

B  2  expen- 
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expenditure.   If  a  labourer  dies,  his  fa- 
miJy  mufl  be  fupported.    If  a  mother  is 
loft,  the  children  muft  be  removed  to 
"  a  work-houfe,    as  their  father  cannot 
fpare  time  for  employments   that  are 
**  merely  dom.eftic.    In  a  work-houfe  they 
*'  lofe  innocence,  reputation,  and  thatfenfe 
**  of  independence  which  is  the  furefl  prin- 
**  ciple  of  induftry. 

I  have  troubled  you  with  thefe  obfer- 
**  vations,  becaufe  I  am  confident  they  are 
applicable  to  more  parishes  than  minej 
**  and  becaufe  I  am  equally  confident,  that, 
**  were  inoculation  generally  pradlifed,  it 
"  \vould  leffen  human  mifery,  fave  many 
"  a  ufeful  life,  and  even  promote  that  oeco- 
"  nomy  which  many  think  the  only  objedt 
"  worthy  of  attention. 

"  I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your,  faithful  fervant, 

William  Stuart." 

SQttth  Audhy-Jlreet,  March  i,  1788, 

Cop^ 


(     29  ) 


Copy  of  the  attejied  Lift  referred  to  in  the 
preceding. 

**  A  child  of  George  Road  had  the  thrufh 
at  the  time  of  being  inoculated,  and  fup- 
"  pofed  to  die  in  confequence  thereof.  Aged 
9  weeks. 

"  A  child  of  Samuel  Young  died  with 
**  the  eruption  on  it.    Aged  7  weeks. 

"  A  child  of  John  Flitton  died  three 
days  after  inoculation.  Aged  12  weeks. 

"  A  child  of  John  Olney  died  In  a  fit 
**  the  fixth  day  after  inoculation.  Aged  16 
"  weeks. 

"  A  child  of  Waller  died  with  the  erup- 
"  tion  on  it.    Aged  5  weeks, 

"  Fra.  Nash,  Churchwarden." 

Luton,  Jan.  6,  1788. 

3  FROM 
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FROM  the  cireumflance  of  not  more 
than  two  {hillings  being  paid  for  inoculating 
each  of  the  paupers  mentioned  in  the  fore- 
going letter,  it  appears  at  once,  at  how 
fmali  an  expence  a  great  many  valuable 
lives  may  be  faved  to  the  public,  by  a  little 
attention  on  the  part  of  the  nobility,  clergy, 
gentry,  and  others. 

In' the  very  defirable  event  of  their  adopt- 
ing the  benevolent  ideas  of  my  Honourable 
and  Reverend  Friend,  I  would  remark,  that 
the  proper  ell  feafons  of  inoculation  are,  when 
the  juices  are  leaft  likely  to  be  contaminated 
by  infectious  or  contagious  difeafes,  which 
rage  moH:  in  the  autumnal  months ;  begging 
leave  at  the  fame  time  to  recommend  the 
ufe  of  from  50  to  100  drops  of  the  concen- 
trated fpirit  of  fea-falt  diluted  in  barley- 
water,  or  any  other  mucilaginous  liquid, 
in  the  proportion  of  50  drops  to  one  quart, 
for  preventing  the  juices  from  falling  into 

that 
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that  putrid  flate  which  renders  the  fmall-i 
pox  fo  much  more  deadly. 

I  would  farther  advife  an  equally  free  ufe 
of  the  fame  fpirit  in  every  town  and  village 
through  the  kingdom,  as  a  prefervative 
againft  infedlion,  as  well  as  a  great  aid  in 
curing  the  worft  forts  of  putrid  fevers, 
which  have  been  of  late  fo  deftruftive  in 
fo  many  parts  of  England. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

William  Fordyce. 


I 

I 

I 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

j/^FTER  profeffing  to  fhew  by  what 
means  contagious  diftempers  may  be  ren- 
dered lefs  fatal,  I  fhould  not  forgive  myfelf, 
if  I  did  not  here  join  the  general  voice  of 
mankind,  in  deploring  the  death  of  the  late 
Mr.  How^ard,  that  hero  of  humanity,  to 
whofe  unparallelled  labours  and  felf-denial, 
for  the  relief  of  the  wretched  in  prifons 
and  lazarettos,  under  the  calamities  of  con- 
finement, and  the  horrors  of  infedlion,  every 
heart  unites  in  paying  the  tribute  of  fervent 
veneration.  The  lofs  of  this  extraordinary 
man  I  lament  the  more,  that,  having  had 
a  proper  introduction  to  him  after  he  went 
abroad,  I  came  too  late  to  make  him  ac- 
quainted with  the  fuperior  antifeptic  power 
of  the  Muriatic  Acid.  I  had  adlually  fent 
a  quantity  of  it  to  Mr.  Baldwin,  the  Britifh 

Conful 
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Conful  at  Grand  Cairo,  for  his  trial,  arid 
Mr.  Ho  ward's,,  who,  unwearied  by  toil,  and 
undaunted  by  danger,  in  his  glorious  pur- 
fuit,  for  fo  many  years,  had  refolved  to 
encounter  the  peftilential  airs  of  Egypt, 
the  native  country  of  Plagues.  I  am  even 
willing  to  flatter  myfelf,  that  if,  before  he 
went  to  Cherfon,  he  had  known  the  medi- 
cine in  queftion,  it  might  have  ferved,  by 
way  of  preventive,  to  detain  him.  a  while 
longer  on  this  globe,  for  the  fuccour  of 
human  miferv. 


THE  END, 


